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GLOBAL PARTNERS

ORGANIZER

JOURNALISTS AND WRITERS FOUNDATION

The Journalists and Writers Foundation (JWF) is an international civil society organization dedicated to culture 
of peace, human rights, and sustanaible development. The JWF promotes diversity and inclusion by creating 
forums for intellectual and social engagement: generates and shares knowledge with stakeholders, builds 
partnerships worldwide and develops policy recommendations for positive social change.
  
www.jwf.org
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CONCEPT NOTE
The Journalists and Writers Foundation (JWF) is organizing its traditional annual UNGA Conference 
“Transforming our World: Inclusive Social Development for All” on Wednesday, 25 September 2019, in the 
margins of the 74 th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. The UNGA Conference 2019 will focus 
on the central themes of achieving inclusive social development, youth empowerment, and human rights for 
sustainable development.

Background
The United Nations Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 recognizes the important role of inclusive social 
development, in particular SDG Goal #16, by “promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, providing access to justice for all and building effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at 
all levels.” The United Nations has recommended the governments, the private sector, and the civil society 
to join their efforts to develop, implement, and evaluate inclusive social development policies for sustainable 
development. In addition, the promotion of democratic values, protection of human rights, and ensuring rule 
of law and access to justice are essential indicators for sustainable development. Despite significant progress  
achieved by governments worldwide, some vulnerable people and marginalized groups suffer from conflicts, 
violence, and inequalities that prevent social and economic development at the national and regional levels.

The participation of the different stakeholders in the UNGA has a significant effect in achieving the sustainable 
development goals with higher levels of outcomes. The UNGA Conference encourages all stakeholders including 
the UN Members States, the private sector, the civil society, academics, and experts to take active participation 
with innovative ideas and practices.  

The Conference aims at creating an open platform for all stakeholders to discuss pressing global issues about 
the UN Agenda 2030 for sustainable development, offer innovate solutions to common challenges, promote 
best practices to advance tangible results in achieving the sustainable development goals with 17 goals and 169 
targets. It is important to highlight that the Agenda 2030 requires a holistic approach rather than fragmented 
methods for concrete actions with measurable outcomes to ensure no one is left behind.

Goals and Objectives
The UNGA Conference seeks to create a platform for stakeholders from different backgrounds to debate 
on how to transform our world through inclusive social development, youth empowerment, and respect for 
human rights and the rule of law, based on the UN Global Agenda 2030. The Conference outputs will include 
the adoption of a high-level statement offering policy recommendations about how to address current issues 
concerning youth participation in decision-making, equal opportunity for education and employment, and access 
to public services for all citizens as part of the UN Agenda 2030. In addition, UNGA Conference 2019 will  
propose a framework for action plan to follow-up on outcomes of the conference and build global partnership 
and collaboration in field projects.
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PANEL 1: INCLUSIVE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN ACHIEVING THE GLOBAL 
GOALS 2030
 
This session aims to convene the role of inclusive social development policies and practices that help the 
United Nations achieve the Global Goals 2030. The panelists and participants will discuss major issues 
concerning social inclusion and inequalities that play significant role in sustainable development and peace 
globally. 

The panelists will focus on current challenges and potential opportunities around key aspects of social 
integration policies and access to basic public services. The session on inclusive social development will act 
as the overarching theme for the following debates. 

• Social integration policies that promote access to basic public services
• Role of the culture of peace in social cohesion and inclusiveness 
• Civil society participation to facilitate social development
• Importance of rule of law and democracy to reduce inequalities and implement social development 

policies

According to the World Summit for Social Development, inclusive society means “a society for all” that 
recognizes the rights and responsibilities of individuals and societies with active participation in social, 
economic, and political affairs at all levels. Governments have to develop a mechanism to ensure the 
promotion and protection of inclusive societies through striving towards the rule of law and access to justice, 
trust between public and private institutions, and social integration, communication, and sense of belonging 
among the members of the society. The principles of diversity, the culture of peace, mutual understanding, 
tolerance, and respect are important ingredients in building peaceful, inclusive, and resilient communities. 
The United Nations underlines the significance of active participation in decision-making, equal opportunity 
for education and employment, and access to public services for all citizens as part of the UN Agenda 2030. 
The promotion of these rights and responsibilities increases social and economic development whereas 
denial of these rights leads to conflicts and violence.

Globalization has also posed new challenges and opportunities for nations to cope with widened inequalities 
among nations. Negative effects of globalization impact vulnerable groups and societies in accessing basic 
resources, social services, and opportunities. It is imperative for decision makers and educational institutions 
to prepare the youth with the 21st century knowledge, competency skills, and abilities to address the needs 
of the global markets.      
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PANEL 2: ADVANCING YOUTH THROUGH SOCIAL AND  ECONOMIC 
EMPOWERMENT
This session will focus on current policies and practices in advancing youth through social and economic empowerment 
and how multi-stakeholders can work in collaboration to support youth-led initiatives and organizations. Specific issues 
to be addressed under this sub-topic include: youth empowerment, youth participation, volunteerism, education, and 
girls and young women. 

• Key priorities and challenges in access to quality education 
• Developing life and entrepreneurial skills to prepare the youth for the rapidly evolving labor market
• From consultation to collaboration: How to create a meaningful and sustained youth participation in the decision-

making mechanisms? 
• Youth as stakeholders in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals: Advocacy, awareness-

raising, and capacity building

Youth represents 1/3 of the world population and we cannot talk about social and economic development without 
meaningful participation of the youth who are most affected by the outcomes of the Global Agenda 2030. Youth 
has always been considered as a major human resource for sustainable development by the United Nations. Young 
people are agents of social change, economic growth, and social development. Consequently, youth participation 
in the decision-making and implementation processes are critical for sustainable development. The UN General 
Assembly resolution 58/133 also reiterates the “importance of the full and effective participation of youth and 
youth organizations at the local, national, regional and international levels in promoting and implementing the World 
Programme of Action and in evaluating the progress achieved and the obstacles encountered in its implementation”. 

Youth has a potential to contribute to the UN Agenda 2030 for sustainable development. SDG Goal #4 aims to 
“ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.” Inclusive and 
accessible quality education plays a crucial role in empowering youth who will transform our world with innovative 
and creative ideas in the 21st century. 

The significance of quality education in youth empowerment is recognized by the public and private sector; 
however, there is a gap between the policies and the practices when it comes to the implementation of sustainable 
development goals. Public funds and investment in the education of youth are not sufficient enough for successful 
outcomes. Therefore, it is a collective effort that all stakeholders including governments, private sector, and civil 
society organizations to create opportunities for youth voices and youth-led initiatives.    
    
Jayathma Wickramanayake, UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth repeatedly underlined the importance of 
meaningful youth participation across the UN Development Agenda. The 2019 ECOSOC Youth Forum addressed 
the challenges, potentials, and need of the youth populations around three major themes ‘Empowerment, Inclusion, 
and Equality’ for meaningful youth participation. The most pressing challenges faced by the youth globally are identified 
as unemployment, poverty, and illiteracy. The UNGA Conference aims to follow up on the same agenda to address 
the Goal # 4 Quality Education, Goal #8 Decent Work and Economic Growth, and Goal #10 Reduced Inequalities, 
and Goal #16 Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions.

As a fundamental right acknowledged by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the youth can play a crucial 
role in achieving the sustainable development through active and inclusive participation. Youth empowerment means 
helping young people to attain the 21st century knowledge, develop competency skills, become global citizens 
responsible for the people and the planet through communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking. It is 
the responsibility of the state and non-state actors to create opportunities to youth to attain necessary information, 
skills, and tools to become independent, responsible, and productive citizens.      
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PANEL 3: PROTECTION OF SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
 
This session will deliberate on the commitment to protection of human rights and access of social services to leave 
no one behind. The speakers will offer multiple perspectives and practices on how human rights reduce inequalities, 
eliminate the causes of poverty, and prevent internal and global conflicts. This session will also highlight how realization 
of economic, social and cultural rights play an integral role in sustainable peace and conflict prevention. 

Specific issues to be addressed under this subtopic include: 

• Promotion of cultural rights in building peaceful societies
• Human rights-based approach to the UN Development Agenda 
• Violation of human rights leading to social unrest: Country-based Analysis 
• Early warning mechanisms of human rights to prevent conflicts (Ex: severe inequalities in access of social services, 

lack of democratic space of an active civil society, lack of media freedom) 

According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), fundamental human rights, human dignity, equal 
rights are promoted and protected by all UN Member States as the foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the 
world. Respect to human rights, human dignity, and equal rights of women and men promotes social development and 
prosperous life for all regardless of diverse backgrounds. It is a mutual responsibility for individuals and societies to ensure 
equality (parity) and reduce inequality (disparity) in the enjoyment of fundamental rights, freedoms, and opportunities 
for education, employment, healthcare, and other resources for all for sustainable peace and development. 

Public policies have to protect equality, equity and social justice by ensuring rule of law and access to justice, improving 
access to public services, providing equal opportunities for employment, establishing cooperatives and private 
institutions, ensuring easy access to healthcare, and enhancing access to quality education for boys and girls equally.  
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PIONEERS IN SDGS: CALL FOR PROJECTS
The United Nations has recommended the Member States, the private sector, and the civil society to join their 
efforts to develop, implement, and evaluate inclusive social development policies for sustainable development. The 
participation of different stakeholders in the UNGA has a significant effect in achieving the sustainable development 
goals with higher levels of outcomes. 

Facilitating partnerships and sharing best-practices on the implementation of the SDGs is one of the expected 
outcomes of the UNGA Conference 2019. Therefore, we call on the civil society organizations to submit their best-
practices which contributed to the implementation of any of the related SDG with tangible results in a particular 
location. 

Format

• The PIONEERS IN SDGs will be presented at the last session of the UNGA Conference 2019 “Transforming 
Our World: Inclusive Social Development for All” 

• We kindly request the applicant to submit a 3 minutes presentation video (in English) explaining the project (the 
video clip may be parts from the initiative/project being implemented and/or participants sharing their insights 
about joining the initiative/project)

• The organizer of the project OR the representative of the organization will have 7 minutes to brief the audience 
on the description, goals and achievements of the initiative/project explaining which specific SDGs are the 
outcomes target. 

• JWF will then present an award to the organizer/representative of the organization to recognize their commitment 
to the SDGs. 

• The conference will also have an initiative/project display area, where the organizers can present their projects 
(tri-fold cardboard display, fliers, brochures etc.) 

Submit Your Initiative/Project

• Please fill out the questions below and send your 3 minutes video to c.ulker@jwf.org by September 1, 2019. 
• The working language of the Conference is English. We kindly request the video in English along with the concept 

note of the initiative/project. (Please include English subtitles as well)
• You may visit https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org for more information on the 17 SDGs and 169 targets.

Application 

• Title of the initiative/project
• Organizer (and partners) of the initiative/project
• Short description of the organizer (and partners)
• Which country/city is the initiative/project implemented
• Dates of the implementation
• Description of the initiative/project
• Implementation methodologies
• Achievement of the initiative/project
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PROGRAM

09:00 – 09:30 AM - Opening and Welcome Remarks 

09:30 – 11:00 AM Panel 1 Inclusive Social Development in achieving the Global Goals 2030

• Social integration policies that promote access to basic public services
• Role of the culture of peace in social cohesion and inclusiveness 
• Civil society participation to facilitate social development
• Importance of rule of law and democracy to reduce inequalities and implement social development 

policies

11:00 – 11:15 AM – Coffee Break 

11:15 – 12:45 PM Panel 2 Advancing Youth through Social and Economic Empowerment

• Key priorities and challenges in access to quality education 
• Developing life and entrepreneurial skills to prepare the youth for the rapidly evolving labor market
• From consultation to collaboration: How to create a meaningful and sustained youth participation in the 

decision-making mechanisms? 
• Youth as stakeholders in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals: Advocacy, 

awareness-raising, and capacity building

12:45 – 2:00 PM - Lunch 

2:00 – 3:30 PM  Panel 3 Protection of Social, Economic, and Cultural Rights

• Promotion of cultural rights in building peaceful societies
• Human rights-based approach to the UN Development Agenda 
• Violation of human rights leading to social unrest: Country-based Analysis 
• Early warning mechanisms of human rights to prevent conflicts 

3:30 – 3:45 PM – Coffee Break

3:45 – 4:30 PM – Pioneers In SDGs 
• Presentation of successful local projects by the Global Partners

4:30 – 4:45 PM – Closing Remarks 
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UNGA PAST SPEAKERS

JEFFERY HUFFINES 
UN Representative 
CIVICUS (USA)

MOHAMED ALI ANSAR 
Co-Director, Timbuktu 
Renaissance Association (Mali)

SAVAŞ METIN 
Secretary-General
Kimse Yok Mu (Turkey) 

SELLO HATANG
CEO, Nelson Mandela 
Foundation (South Africa)

DR. HELMUT DINSE
President, Eringerfeld 
Educational Inst. (Germany)

DAVID HONG
One Acre Fund 
(East Africa Region)

ERIK KABERA
Director, Kwetu Film
Institute (Rwanda)

MANOJ GURSAHANI
President, US-INDIA 
Investment Forum (India)

H.E. ATEFEH RIAZI 

Assistant-Secretary-General

H.E. LAMBERT KOTY 
Fr. Minister of Public Works and 
Transport (Benin)

LEANNE BAYER
Senior Social Development Specialist
World Bank

H.E. THOMAS GASS 

Assistant Secretary-General

H.E. LAKSHMI PURI

Assistant Secretary-General

H.E. SIA NYAMA KOROMA
First Lady of the Republic of 
Sierra Leone

H.E. BESNIK MUSTAFAJ
Fr. Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(Albania)

H.E. LAMBERT KOTY 
Fr. Minister of Public Works 
and Transport (Benin)

H.E. ASHOK SAJJANHAR
Former Ambassador of India to 
Kazakhstan, Sweden and Latvia

H.E. DR. ARBEN MALAJ
Fr. Minister of Finance and 
Economy (Albania)

HON. NDEYE AWA MBODJ
Member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs (Senegal)

STEVE KILLELEA
President & Founder, Institute for 
Economics and Peace (Australia)

DR. LISA GODDARD 
Director,Earth Institute
Columbia University (USA)

DR. TRAN VIET THAI 
Deputy Director-General 
Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam

LAURENCE KEMBALL-COOK
CEO & Founder, Pavegen 
(United Kingdom)

H.E. FATOU LAMIN FAYE
Minister of Basic and Secondary 
Education of The Gambia

H.E. AISHA BUHARI,
Wife of the President of 
Nigeria
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SAVAŞ METIN 
Secretary-General
Kimse Yok Mu (Turkey) 

H.E. LAMBERT KOTY 
Fr. Minister of Public Works and 
Transport (Benin)

LEANNE BAYER
Senior Social Development Specialist
World Bank

H.E. WAYNE SWAN
Fr. Deputy Prime Minister 

AUSTRALIA

H.E. GEORGE CHAPONDA
Minister of Foriegn Affairs

MALAWI

H.E. ABDUL RASHID PELPUO
Member of Parliament 

GHANA

UNGA HIGH-LEVEL RECEPTION - PAST HONOREES




