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As a part of the SDGs Conference 2026, the Journalists and Writers Foundation, in partnership
with its 56 NGOs from 30 countries, is organizing the SDGs Roundtable Discussion 2026 to
discuss critical issues to promote and protect sustainable peace and development. This side-
event aims to create a platform for multiple stakeholders, including experts, practitioners,
including civil society and youth leaders to raise awareness on social problems and exchange
ideas on possible solutions to social, economic, and environmental issues.

SDGs ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 2026

2

22 September 2026, Tuesday | 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM EST
Manhattan, New York
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Round 1: From Common Ground to the Common Good: Faith Communities
Working Together | 10:30 AM – 12:00 AM EST 

In today’s interconnected world, the collaboration among diverse faith communities is more
vital than ever in promoting sustainable peace, social cohesion, and inclusive development.
Interfaith dialogue serves as a powerful platform for building understanding, breaking down
barriers, and fostering collective action toward shared goals. Faith-based initiatives can play a
critical role in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals for a shared future. 

This roundtable aims to explore how faith communities can work together to create more
inclusive, resilient, and peaceful societies. The speakers will focus on how interfaith
collaboration can empower marginalized voices, elevate women’s participation in leadership,
nurture the next generation of interfaith leaders, and harness emerging technologies like AI to
enhance dialogue and cooperation.
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By emphasizing mutual understanding and collective effort, faith communities can significantly
contribute to building a more equitable, cohesive, and sustainable future for all.

Key areas for discussion include:

Empowering Marginalized Voices and Faith Communities: Strategies for amplifying
underrepresented groups and fostering inclusive participation within interfaith initiatives.

Amplifying Women’s Voices in Interfaith Leadership: Promoting gender equality and
empowering women to take active roles in faith-based dialogue and decision-making
processes.

Fostering the Next Generation of Interfaith Leaders: Nurturing young leaders to sustain and
expand interfaith efforts in diverse communities.

The Impact of AI and Technology on Interfaith Dialogue: Exploring how digital tools and
artificial intelligence can enhance communication, understanding, and collaboration across
faith boundaries.

Through interfaith and intercultural dialogue, shared learning, and collective action, this
roundtable seeks to strengthen the capacity of faith communities to work together effectively,
contributing to the SDGs and fostering lasting peace and social harmony for future generations.
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Round 2: Global Youth Voices on AI, Democracy, and Human-Rights Based
Digitalization | 12:30 PM – 2:00 PM EST 
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As digital technologies and artificial intelligence (AI) become increasingly integrated into daily
life, their implications for democracy, human rights, and social cohesion are profound. Young
people, as both digital natives and active participants in societal change, are uniquely positioned
to shape and influence the future of digitalization. Engaging youth voices in discussions around
AI and digital governance is essential to ensure that technological advancements promote social
good, uphold democratic values, and protect human rights.

This youth panel aims to provide a platform for young leaders and innovators to share insights,
experiences, and innovative solutions related to AI and digitalization. The session will focus on
empowering youth participation in governance, exploring AI’s role in addressing societal
challenges, and fostering responsible digital citizenship.

Key areas for discussion include:
AI for Social Good: Exploring the potential of AI to address global challenges such as
climate change, health crises, and inequality; showcasing youth-led projects and initiatives
leveraging AI for positive social impact.
Youth Participation in Governance and Decision-Making: Discussing avenues for young
people to influence policy and digital governance; highlighting youth-led advocacy and
platforms that facilitate engagement with policymakers.
Impact of AI on Democratic Processes and Civic Engagement: Analyzing how AI influences
electoral processes, public discourse, and civic participation; addressing challenges such as
algorithmic bias, censorship, and digital manipulation.
Innovative Approaches to Combat Misinformation and Enhance Media Literacy: Sharing
strategies and tools developed by youth to combat misinformation; promoting media
literacy education to empower young people to critically evaluate information.
Youth Initiatives to Reduce Polarization, Hatred, and Hostility: Presenting innovative
projects aimed at fostering inclusivity, dialogue, and understanding in pluralistic societies;
discussing the role of digital platforms and community engagement in building social
cohesion.
Youth and Digital Tools for Peacebuilding: Discussing the role of digital platforms and social
media in mobilizing youth for peacebuilding efforts; Exploring how digital platforms and
strategies amplify youth voices in conflict prevention and reconciliation processes. 

This youth panel will serve as a dynamic forum for young people to express their visions, share
best practices, and collaborate on innovative solutions that leverage AI for democracy, human
rights, and social cohesion. By elevating youth voices, we aim to foster a more inclusive and
responsible digital future aligned with the principles of human rights and democratic
participation.



Date | Time | Venue
Date: September 22, 2026 – Tuesday
Time: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM EST
Venue: Manhattan, New York
 
Format

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM EST
OPENING SESSION 
Welcome Remarks and Keynotes

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM EST
Round 1: : From Common Ground to the Common Good: Faith Communities
Working Together

Empowering Marginalized Voices and Faith Communities
Amplifying Women’s Voices in Interfaith Leadership 
Fostering the Next Generation of Interfaith Leaders 
The Impact of AI and Technology on Interfaith Dialogue

12:00 PM – 12:30 PM EST
LUNCH BREAK  

Networking / Light food and drinks

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM EST
Round 2: Global Youth Voices on AI, Democracy, and Human-Rights Based
Digitalization 

AI for Social Good: Exploring the Potential of AI to address Global Challenges
Youth Participation in Governance and Decision-Making
Impact of AI on Democratic Processes and Civic Engagement
Innovative Approaches to Combat Misinformation and Enhance Media Literacy
Youth Initiatives to Reduce Polarization, Hatred, and Hostility
Youth and Digital Tools for Peacebuilding

2:00 PM – 2:15 PM EST
Closing Remarks

Closing Remarks and Photo Opportunity

 
Participants
Interfaith, civil society and youth leaders, including policymakers, academics,
journalists, and practitioners worldwide will participate in the roundtable
discussions and the workshops.

PROGRAM DETAILS
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Circle Line Cruises - Pier 16
89 South St, New York, NY 10038
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

*Registration is required - 
Global Partners and international guests only.

4:00 PM – Circle Line Cruises
Departing from Pier 16 at South Street Seaport

www.circleline.com 

Departing from Pier 16 at South Street Seaport,
this 50-minute cruise gets you up close to Lady
Liberty with stunning views of the Manhattan
skyline and Ellis Island. Participants must arrive
30 minutes before departure at Pier 16.

Manhattan Cruise Tour
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWTxXNaIh7yTXNz7Xw8aumvwABHm0PNFA6mLtYRXAp4UrdQg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePiQuu_-a7Adq3HiXhFbopUThiRExDQRJPS4-JI4gb5JpqPw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePiQuu_-a7Adq3HiXhFbopUThiRExDQRJPS4-JI4gb5JpqPw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWTxXNaIh7yTXNz7Xw8aumvwABHm0PNFA6mLtYRXAp4UrdQg/viewform
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-9i7Zb7lR-aZIw57Pu5quQ
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11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

DAY 1: JWF High-Level Reception 2026 
(Monday, Sept. 21, 2026)
On the opening day of the High-Level Week, this
networking event gathers global partners from various
countries to engage with UN Ambassadors, diplomats,
journalists, academics, and human rights defenders. 

3 DAYS OF ACTION

As advocates of sustainable peace and development, participants introduce their transformative
actions towards a more prosperous world while establishing new networks to generate future
multistakeholder collaborations. The High-Level Reception hosts over 150 delegates and global
partners worldwide, including Ministers, UN diplomats, civil society members, journalists,
academics, youth advocates, etc.

DAY 2: SDGs Roundtable Discussion 2026 
(Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026)
SDGs Roundtable Discussion discussed critical issues to
promote and protect sustainable peace and development
globally. This side-event aimed to create a platform for the
international delegations of interfaith leaders, civil society 

members, academics, and experts to share their expert opinions, exchange ideas on various
development challenges and offer inclusive solutions to the contemporary challenges on social,
economic, and environmental issues. Speakers explored the pivotal role of interfaith dialogue in
achieving the SDGs while sharing civil society best practices and initiatives for the SDGs. SDGs
Roundtable Discussions host distinguished speakers from around the world, including prominent
interfaith leaders, civil society pioneers, peacemakers, academics, etc.

DAY 3: SDGs Conference 2026 
(Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2026)
This multi-stakeholder platform generated an opportunity to
offer inclusive policy suggestions to address setbacks of
the stagnating implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals. The SDGs Conference also unfolded

key thematic discussions aligned with broader global development frameworks, offering a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to revive multilateralism with the mission of reflecting the realities of
our day and address future challenges and opportunities. SDGs Conference 2026 hosts
outstanding speakers across the globe, including UN Ambassadors, journalists, academics and
human rights defenders, and prominent civil society leaders.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 2026
Manhattan Cruise Tour: Our international guests will have
the chance to embark on the Manhattan Cruise Tour on
Sept. 22nd, offering a spectacular view of the NYC Skyline
from the boat. Institutional visits, Additionally, we will
arrange institutional visits, meet-and-greet sessions with
NGO leaders, and family dinners to foster meaningful
connections and lasting friendships.
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https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLc_VIzLG2YlrnyTRWq37ZtNZr4qnJTYhi&si=2nmdvg7TbeXXq_rd
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLc_VIzLG2YlrnyTRWq37ZtNZr4qnJTYhi&si=2nmdvg7TbeXXq_rd
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeq0CBjbQfAq9JpJKqqnsmOfVUE3-N6I58dEgy6Yndy9mG5Cw/viewform
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4 West 43rd Street Suite 419 
New York, NY 10036
www.jwf.org +1(646) 838-4882
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