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human rights, and sustainable development.
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In the Margins of the 81st Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA81), the
Journalists and Writers Foundation will host the 11th Annual SDGs Conference 2026 in New
York on Wednesday, 23 September 2026, in New York. This event is organized in collaboration
with 56 civil society organizations from 30 countries. 

Over the past decade, the Journalists and Writers Foundation and its global partners have
proudly convened this multidisciplinary platform, creating an international community that
unites hundreds of high-level UN diplomats, Heads of State, civil society leaders, human rights
advocates, journalists, and youth leaders worldwide. The 3 Days of Actions includes the JWF
High-Level Reception, the SDGs Roundtable Discussions, SDGs Conference, and the Pioneers
in SDGs Awards. These initiatives aim to promote action-oriented and inclusive policy
proposals to accelerate the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) while
addressing complex issues and responding to emerging threats to international peace and
security. 

SDGs CONFERENCE 2026
IN THE MARGINS OF THE UNGA81st SESSION
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PANEL 1: RENEWING MULTILATERAL SYSTEMS FOR A NEW GLOBAL FRAMEWORK

The international landscape is at a pivotal juncture, requiring a comprehensive revitalization of
multilateral institutions to confront today’s challenges in line with universal human rights and
international law. As global power dynamics and financial structures evolve, the UN 2.0
initiative seeks to reform core UN functions through a coordinated framework aimed at
enhancing efficiency, transparency, and accountability. This reform comes at a critical moment,
as the UN prepares to elect its next Secretary-General, emphasizing greater openness and
inclusivity to rebuild trust in multilateral leadership.  

http://www.unga-conference.org/


Amid pervasive global challenges—such as rising authoritarianism, shrinking civic freedoms,
cybersecurity threats, misinformation, and societal polarization—geopolitical shifts are
undermining democratic institutions. Reshaping multilateralism in this context demands
collective efforts to strengthen governance, uphold shared values, and adapt systems to new
technological and geopolitical realities. Enhanced international collaboration and alignment of
priorities are essential to reinforcing rules-based global governance, human rights, gender
equality, and multilateral cooperation, especially as public confidence in international
institutions wanes. Fostering a shared sense of purpose and the principle of “leaving no one
behind” has become more vital than ever. 

Panel Session 1 will explore how reforms can create a more resilient, inclusive, and effective
multilateral system capable of responding to today’s contested global environment and
empowering future generations. It will identify factors contributing to fragmentation and
propose inclusive policy actions to shape a renewed multilateral architecture suited for the
future.  

The Pillars of the UN 2.0 Initiative: A Coordinated Framework to Renovate the UN
Operations with innovative skills and forward-thinking culture
A Projection into the next UN Secretary-General Elections: Transparency and Reform of
the Selection Process
Reshaping the Future of Multilateralism: Global Challenges testing the Existing
International Systems;
Overarching priorities of the European Union at the UN for rules-based global governance
agencies; 
Emerging Trends shrinking Civic Spaces amid Rapid Geopolitical Changes. 
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PANEL 2: BRIDGING DIVIDES: STRENGTHENING CIVIC TRUST AND REBUILDING
SHARED VALUES

Political polarization is no longer simply a domestic challenge; it has become a global obstacle
to sustainable development. When societies lose the capacity to engage differences
constructively, trust in institutions erodes, social cohesion weakens, and collective action
becomes increasingly difficult. In this environment, progress toward the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)—particularly those related to peace, justice, strong institutions,
and inclusive societies—faces significant headwinds.

Yet polarization is not inevitable. Around the world, citizens, civil society organizations, faith
communities, and public leaders are developing practical approaches to restoring trust,
strengthening civic relationships, and fostering a renewed sense of shared purpose. This panel
will explore how societies can bridge deepening divides and cultivate the habits of listening,
humility, and collaboration necessary for democratic resilience and sustainable development.
Special attention will be given to community-based depolarization efforts that equip ordinary
citizens to engage across political, ideological, religious, and cultural differences.
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In today’s increasingly interconnected and digital world, press freedom and independent
journalism serve as essential pillars that promote positive peace, support sustainable
development, and facilitate conflict resolution. However, the rapidly evolving information
ecosystem poses significant challenges. Content journalism on social media platforms has
expanded faster channels for information dissemination, but has also further facilitated the
spread of disinformation, misinformation, and hate speech, diminishing public trust and the
integrity of the information environment. Protecting journalistic integrity in this landscape
requires robust safeguards, legal protections, and ethical standards to ensure truthful reporting
and the safety of journalists.

At the same time, journalists face mounting threats beyond misinformation. Transnational
repression, digital attacks—including cyber harassment, surveillance, and targeted
disinformation campaigns—are increasingly used to intimidate or silence media workers,
particularly those exposing human rights abuses or challenging authoritarian regimes. These
threats weaken press independence and threaten social cohesion and peace. Women journalists
have faced particular brutality, with a global surge in violence targeting them, shaped by
regional risks and cultural contexts. Gender-based violence, harassment, and threats hinder
their participation and ability to report on critical issues, leading to a rise in self-censorship.
Addressing these challenges requires gender-responsive strategies that promote safety, equality,
and empowerment within the media sector.

Moreover, concerns about artificial intelligence and automated content creation threaten to
undermine public trust in media institutions. As AI-driven disinformation and deepfake
technology become more sophisticated, combating these issues demands renewed efforts to
enhance media literacy, transparency, and accountability.

Protecting Journalistic Integrity and the Information Ecosystem in the era of Content
Journalism on Social Media Platforms
Combatting Transnational Repression and Digital Attacks on Journalists
Addressing the Global Suge in Violence against Women Journalists: Regional Challenges
and Gender-Responsive Solutions
Strengthening Public Trust in Media against Artificial Intelligence and Disinformation
Trends.

Main drivers of political polarization and social discontent today;
Impacts of polarization towards the progress on sustainable development and social
cohesion; 
The role of shared values in fostering social cohesion and sustainable peace;
Strategies and initiatives that promote dialogue, empathy, and common purpose across
divides;
Impact of education, media, and technology in either mitigating or exacerbating
polarization.

PANEL 3: PRESS FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENT JOURNALISM AS A CROSS-CUTTING
ENABLER OF PEACE
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PROGRAM

The Pillars of the UN 2.0 Initiative: A Coordinated Framework to Renovate the UN
Operations with innovative skills and forward-thinking culture
A Projection into the next UN Secretary-General Elections: Transparency and Reform of
the Selection Process
Reshaping the Future of Multilateralism: Global Challenges testing the Existing
International Systems;
Overarching priorities of the European Union at the UN for rules-based global governance
agencies; 
Emerging Trends shrinking Civic Spaces amid Rapid Geopolitical Changes. 

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM    
OPENING SESSION: Welcome Remarks & Keynotes

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
PANEL 1: RENEWING MULTILATERAL SYSTEMS FOR A NEW GLOBAL FRAMEWORK

12:15 PM – 1:45 PM 
PANEL 2: BRIDGING DIVIDES: STRENGTHENING CIVIC TRUST AND REBUILDING
SHARED VALUES

Main drivers of political polarization and social discontent today;
Impacts of polarization towards the progress on sustainable development and social
cohesion; 
The role of shared values in fostering social cohesion and sustainable peace;
Strategies and initiatives that promote dialogue, empathy, and common purpose across
divides;
Impact of education, media, and technology in either mitigating or exacerbating
polarization.

2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
PANEL 3: PRESS FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENT JOURNALISM AS A CROSS-CUTTING
ENABLER OF PEACE

Protecting Journalistic Integrity and the Information Ecosystem in the era of Content
Journalism on Social Media Platforms
Combatting Transnational Repression and Digital Attacks on Journalists
Addressing the Global Suge in Violence against Women Journalists: Regional Challenges
and Gender-Responsive Solutions
Strengthening Public Trust in Media against Artificial Intelligence and Disinformation
Trends.

3:30 PM – 4:00 PM   CLOSING REMARKS 
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As a part of the SDGs Conference 2026, the Journalists and Writers Foundation, in partnership
with its 56 NGOs from 30 countries, is organizing the SDGs Roundtable Discussion 2026 to
discuss critical issues to promote and protect sustainable peace and development. This side-
event aims to create a platform for multiple stakeholders, including experts, practitioners,
including civil society and youth leaders to raise awareness on social problems and exchange
ideas on possible solutions to social, economic, and environmental issues.

SDGs ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 2026
22 September 2026, Tuesday | 10:00am – 2:00pm EST | New York

In today’s interconnected world, the collaboration among diverse faith communities is more
vital than ever in promoting sustainable peace, social cohesion, and inclusive development.
Interfaith dialogue serves as a powerful platform for building understanding, breaking down
barriers, and fostering collective action toward shared goals. Faith-based initiatives can play a
critical role in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals for a shared future. 

This roundtable aims to explore how faith communities can work together to create more
inclusive, resilient, and peaceful societies. The speakers will focus on how interfaith
collaboration can empower marginalized voices, elevate women’s participation in leadership,
nurture the next generation of interfaith leaders, and harness emerging technologies like AI to
enhance dialogue and cooperation. By emphasizing mutual understanding and collective effort,
faith communities can significantly contribute to building a more equitable, cohesive, and
sustainable future for all.

10:30am – 12:30pm
ROUND 1: FROM COMMON GROUND TO THE COMMON GOOD: FAITH COMMUNITIES
WORKING TOGETHER
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10:00am – 10:30am Opening Session: Welcome Remarks and Keynote



Key areas for discussion include:
Empowering Marginalized Voices and Faith Communities: Strategies for amplifying
underrepresented groups and fostering inclusive participation within interfaith initiatives.
Amplifying Women’s Voices in Interfaith Leadership: Promoting gender equality and
empowering women in faith-based dialogue and decision-making processes. 
Fostering the Next Generation of Interfaith Leaders: Nurturing young leaders to sustain and
expand interfaith efforts in diverse communities. 
The Impact of AI and Technology on Interfaith Dialogue: Exploring how digital tools and AI
can enhance communication and collaboration across faith boundaries.

Through interfaith and intercultural dialogue, shared learning, and collective action, this
roundtable seeks to strengthen the capacity of faith communities to work together effectively,
contributing to the SDGs and fostering lasting peace and social harmony for future
generations.

As digital technologies and artificial intelligence (AI) become increasingly integrated into daily
life, their implications for democracy, human rights, and social cohesion are profound. Young
people, as both digital natives and active participants in societal change, are uniquely
positioned to shape and influence the future of digitalization. Engaging youth voices in
discussions around AI and digital governance is essential to ensure that technological
advancements promote social good, uphold democratic values, and protect human rights. This
youth panel aims to provide a platform for young leaders and innovators to share insights,
experiences, and innovative solutions related to AI and digitalization. The session will focus on
empowering youth participation in governance, exploring AI’s role in addressing societal
challenges, and fostering responsible digital citizenship.

Key areas for discussion include:
AI for Social Good: Exploring the potential of AI to address global challenges; showcasing
youth-led projects and initiatives leveraging AI for positive social impact.
Youth Participation in Governance and Decision-Making: Discussing avenues for youth to
influence policy and digital governance; highlighting youth-led advocacy and platforms.
Impact of AI on Democratic Processes and Civic Engagement: Analyzing how AI influences
public discourse, civic participation; addressing challenges such as algorithmic bias,
censorship, and digital manipulation.
Innovative Approaches to Combat Misinformation and Enhance Media Literacy: Sharing
strategies and tools developed by youth to combat misinformation; promoting media
literacy education to empower young people to critically evaluate information.
Youth Initiatives to Reduce Polarization, Hatred, and Hostility: Presenting innovative
projects aimed at fostering inclusivity, dialogue in pluralistic societies; discussing the role of
digital platforms and community engagement in building social cohesion.
Youth and Digital Tools for Peacebuilding: Discussing the role of digital platforms and
social media in mobilizing youth for peacebuilding efforts; exploring strategies                 
that amplify youth voices in conflict prevention and reconciliation processes.

12:30am – 2:00pm
ROUND 2: GLOBAL YOUTH VOICES ON AI, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN-RIGHTS
BASED DIGITALIZATION
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Circle Line Cruises - Pier 16
89 South St, New York, NY 10038
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

*Registration is required - 
Global Partners and international guests only.

4:00 PM – Circle Line Cruises
Departing from Pier 16 at South Street Seaport

www.circleline.com 

Departing from Pier 16 at South Street Seaport,
this 50-minute cruise gets you up close to Lady
Liberty with stunning views of the Manhattan
skyline and Ellis Island. Participants must arrive
30 minutes before departure at Pier 16.

Manhattan Cruise Tour
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